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(I) updated information contained in the
report required under clause (i) with
respect to that country; and

(II) an analysis of that country’s ability to
meet the full range of the financial
burdens of NATO membership, and
the likely impact upon the military ef-
fectiveness of NATO of the country
invited for accession talks, if the coun-
try were to be admitted to NATO.

This report is in both classified and un-
classified forms, as provided in the Resolu-
tion.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Robert
C. Byrd, chairman, Senate Committee on
Appropriations; Carl Levin, chairman, Senate
Committee on Armed Services; Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations; David R. Obey, chairman,
House Committee on Appropriations; Isaac
N. Skelton IV, chairman, House Committee
on Armed Services; and Howard L. Berman,
chairman, House Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

The President’s Radio Address
June 21, 2008

Good morning. Americans are concerned
about the high price of gasoline. Everyone
who commutes to work, purchases food,
ships a product, or takes a family vacation
feels the burden of higher prices at the
pump. And families across our country are
looking to Washington for a response.

The fundamental problem behind high
gas prices is that the supply of oil has not
kept up with the rising demand across the
world. One obvious solution is for America
to increase our domestic oil production. So
my administration has repeatedly called on
Congress to open access to new oil explo-
ration here in the United States. Unfortu-
nately, Democrats on Capitol Hill have re-
jected virtually every proposal. Now Ameri-
cans are paying the price at the pump for
this obstruction. So this week, I asked
Democratic congressional leaders to take
the side of working families and small busi-
nesses and farmers and ranchers and move
forward with four steps to expand American
oil and gasoline production.

First, we should expand American oil
production by increasing access to the
Outer Continental Shelf, or OCS. Experts
believe that the OCS could produce

enough oil to match America’s current pro-
duction for almost 10 years. The problem
is that Congress has restricted access to
key parts of the OCS since the early 1980s.
So I’ve called on the House and Senate
to lift this legislative ban and give States
the option of opening up OCS resources
off their shores, while protecting the envi-
ronment. There’s also an executive prohibi-
tion on exploration in the OCS, which I
will lift when Congress lifts the legislative
ban.

Second, we should expand American oil
production by tapping into the extraor-
dinary potential of oil shale. Oil shale is
a type of rock that can produce oil when
exposed to heat and other processes. One
major deposit in the Rocky Mountain West
alone would equal current annual oil im-
ports for more than 100 years. Unfortu-
nately, Democrats in Congress are standing
in the way of further development. In last
year’s omnibus spending bill, Democratic
leaders inserted a provision blocking oil
shale leasing on Federal lands. That provi-
sion can be taken out as easily as it was
slipped in, and Congress should do so im-
mediately.
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Third, we should expand American oil
production by permitting exploration in
northern Alaska. Scientists have developed
innovative techniques to reach this oil with
virtually no impact on the land or local
wildlife. With a drilling footprint that cov-
ers just a tiny fraction of this vast terrain,
America could produce an estimated 10 bil-
lion barrels of oil. That is roughly the
equivalent of two decades of imported oil
from Saudi Arabia. I urge Members of
Congress to allow this remote region to
bring enormous benefits to the American
people.

Finally, we need to expand and enhance
our refining capacity. It has been 30 years
since a new refinery was built in our Na-
tion, and lawsuits and redtape have made
it extremely costly to expand or modify ex-
isting refineries. The result is that America
now imports millions of barrels of fully re-
fined gasoline from abroad. This imposes
needless costs on American families and
drivers. It deprives American workers of
good jobs, and it needs to change.

I know Democratic leaders have opposed
some of these policies in the past. Now
that their opposition has helped drive gas
prices to record levels, I ask them to recon-
sider their positions. If congressional lead-

ers leave for the Fourth of July recess with-
out taking action, they will need to explain
why four-dollar-a-gallon gasoline is not
enough incentive for them to act.

This is a difficult time for many Amer-
ican families. Rising gasoline prices and
economic uncertainty can affect everything
from what food parents put on the table
to where they can go on vacation. With
the four steps I’ve laid out, Congress now
has a clear path to begin easing the strain
high gas prices put on your family’s pocket-
book. These proposals will take years to
have their full impact, so I urge Congress
to take action as soon as possible. Together,
we can meet the energy challenges we face
and keep our economy the strongest, most
vibrant, and most hopeful in the world.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:40 a.m.
on June 20 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June
21. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 20, but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Memorandum on the 2008 Combined Federal Campaign
June 19, 2008

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: 2008 Combined Federal Campaign
Admiral Thad W. Allen, Commandant of

the U.S. Coast Guard, has agreed to serve
as the Honorary National Chairman of the
2008 Combined Federal Campaign. I ask
you to enthusiastically support the CFC by
personally chairing the campaign in your
agency and by exhorting top agency officials
around the country to do the same.

The Combined Federal Campaign is an
important way for Federal employees to
support thousands of worthy charities. Pub-
lic servants not only contribute to the cam-
paign but also assume leadership roles to
ensure its success.

Your personal support and enthusiasm
will help positively influence thousands of
employees and will guarantee another suc-
cessful campaign.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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